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Nebraska Bird Review 71 
1984 FALL FIELD DAY 
The 1984 Fall Field Day was held (officially) from noon to noon, 6/70ctober, at the4-H Camp 
at Halsey National Forest. The weather was not the best-light rain early Saturday morning, 
only a couple of short showers in the afternoon, and no rain Sunday, both days dull and gray. But 
the attendance was good-87 were officially registered-but the added manpower could not 
make up for the lateness in the season and the poor weather - the tally on or near the For est was 
only 81. In addition, 4 species (marked N) not recorded in the Forest were seen by a party that 
went up US 83 to the North Loup Saturday morning, and 4 (marked E) were seen from Duning 
west by incoming participants or by a party that went up past Purdham. There was the usual 
slide show on Saturday night and Wayne Mollhoff commented on the bird atlas project. Of the 
birds submitted for consideration for "best bird" since the Annual Meeting, the Common 
Moorhen, seen at Capitol Beach, Lincoln by Bill Garthright was selected as first. The King Rail, 
also at Capitol Beach, but seen first by Daryl and Margaret Giblin, was second. 
The species tallied were: Pied-billed Grebe, American White Pelican (N), Double-crested 
Cormorant, Great Blue Heron; Greater White-fronted and Canada Geese; Wood Duck,Green-
winged Teal (E), Miillard, Northern Pintail, Northern Shoveler (N), Gadwall, Ring-necked Duck 
(E), Ruddy Duck (E), Turkey Vulture, Nothem Harrier; Sharp-shinned, Cooper's Broad-
winged, Swainson's, Red-tailed, and Ferruginous Hawks; American Kestrel, Ring-necked 
Pheasant, Greater Prairie-Chicken, Sharp-tailed Grouse, American Coot (E), Killdeer; Greater 
and Lesser (N) Yellowlegs; Pectoral Sandpiper, Ring-billed Gull (N), Mourning Dove, Eastern 
Screech-Owl; Great Horned and Burrowing Owls; Common Poorwill (a fresh road-kill), Belted 
Kingfisher, Red-headed Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker; Downy and Hairy 
Woodpeckers; Northern Flicker, Horned Lark, Blue Jay, Black-billed Magpie, American Crow, 
Black-capped Chickadee; Red-breasted and White-breasted Nuthatches; Brown Creeper, 
Marsh Wren, Ruby-crowned Kinglet; Eastern and Mountain Bluebirds; Townsend's Solitaire, 
Swainson's Thrush, American Robin, Gray Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Cedar Waxwing, 
European Starling; Orange-crowned, Nashville, Yellow-rumped, and Wilson's Warblers; 
Northern Cardinal, Rufous-sided Towhee; American Tree, Chipping, Clay-colored, Field 
Vesper, Lark, Savannah, Grasshopper, Song,Lincoln's, White-throated, White-crowned, and 
Harris' Sparrows; Dark-eyed Junco, Red-winged Blackbird; Eastern and Western 
Meadowlarks; Common Grackle, Pine Siskin, American Goldfinch, and House Sparrow. 
Three or four kettles of from 30 to 60 Swainson's Hawks were seen, with about 200 just 
sitting on the ground, by the Webers and Kovandas, and Gary Lingle sighted three prairie 
rattlesnakes. 
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